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According to a report by the Office of the US Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter released early
this week, Brazil has surpassed Japan as the non-communist country most closed to imports. The
report notes that the Brazilian trade surplus of $12.5 billion with the US in 1985 was the fourth
largest among all trade partners, after Japan, West Germany and Taiwan. Brazilian Embassy
spokesman Pedro Rodrigues said he had not seen the report, and refused to comment on it. He did
note, however, that Brazilian economic growth this year is expected to produce a 30% increase in
imports from the United States. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 11/18/86)
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